
Determine if exposure has occurred

Bite? Saliva or CNS tissue in mucous membranes or wound?  Direct contact with head of bat?_
YesNoNo further action

What type of animal was involved ?  ( If non-mammal, NO risk for rabies.)

Bats, skunks, foxes,  wild
carnivores (includes wolf

hybrids), & javelinas

Rodents  &  Rabbits Cat / Dog / Ferret in U.S. Livestock

Is animal available for testing?

YesNo

Test; Call local animal
control  OR Arizona

Game  & Fish
Department (if large

wild animals, e.g.
coyotes) to submit

animal to Arizona State
Health Lab (ASHL).  If
after hours, call ADHS
@ (602) 364-4562 to
arrange for testing @

ASHL

Start
PEP*

Negative
result

Positive
result

No
further
action

Start
PEP

Except for unusual
circumstances**,

rodents and rabbits
in AZ are NOT

considered likely
to transmit rabies
and do NOT need

to be tested

Is animal available for testing or
quarantine?

YesNo

o Attempt to locate animal;
report to animal control

o Assess circumstances to
evaluate need for PEP:
- geographic area of state
(metro area is considered low
risk vs. rural areas with known
epizootics)
-provoked vs. unprovoked
(provoked- PEP is usually not
recommended)
-known animal vs. stray
-healthy acting vs.
neurological symptoms

Withhold PEP
& Quarantine
animal for 10
days (Ferret =

14 days)

If animal
dies or

develops
signs of

rabies, test
brain tissue

If animal
remains healthy,

PEP not
indicated

� Report to Office of
the State Veterinarian

at (602) 542-4293

� Are neurologic
signs present and has

human exposure
occurred?

NoYes

No
further
action

Test
brain
tissue

_  Bites by high rabies incidence wildlife species such as bats, skunks, foxes, and to a lesser extent – bobcats and coyotes, warrant emergency testing after hours.  PEP should be considered when direct
contact between a human and a bat has occurred, unless exposed person is an adult and can be certain that a bite, scratch, or mucous membrane exposure did not occur.  Persons who have been sleeping in a

room with a bat, and persons with mental impairment or children who are found playing unsupervised with a rabid bat, should be considered for prophylaxis.

If additional questions, call your local health department or Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS), Vector-Borne & Zoonotic Disease Section at (602) 364-3676 (regular hours) or (480) 303-1191 (after hours answering service).  

*There is no quarantine period established for wild animals, therefore post exposure prophylaxis (PEP) or testing brain of involved animal are the only appropriate measures if an exposure occurs.

PEP not indicated

Call local health dept. or Arizona
Dept. of Health Services Vector-
Borne & Zoonotic Disease
Section at (602) 364-3676 (reg.
hours) or (480) 303-1191 (after
hours answering service).

Negative result,
no further action
needed; PEP not
indicated

Positive result,
initiate PEP

Negative
result

Positive
result

No
further
action

Start
PEP

Monkey or other
Exotic Mammal

o Rabies may be
less important
disease concern
dependent on
species (e.g.
herpes B virus
may be an urgent
concern in
monkey bites)

o Call Arizona
Department of
Health Services

** unusual
circumstances =
rodent or rabbit
exhibits acute
neurological signs
per a veterinarian
& animal is from a
rabies epizootic
area; if
domesticated
rodent or rabbit,
whether housed
outdoors should be
considered, as
could survive
attack through cage

Arizona Department of Health Services
Rabies Risk Assessment for Human Exposure to Animals



Rabies Post-Exposure Management

Local Treatment of Wounds: Immediate &
thorough washing of all bite wounds with soap
& water for 10-15 minutes, AND irrigate with a
virucidal agent such as povidone iodine solution.
Tetanus prophylaxis and measures to control
bacterial infections as indicated.

Immunization: The appropriate
protocol for rabies post-exposure
prophylaxis (PEP) depends on the
exposed patient's previous rabies
vaccination history
� Rabies vaccine: 1ml IM
� HRIG: 20 IU/kg body weight
� If anatomically feasible, the full dose of HRIG
should be infiltrated around the wound(s).  Any
remaining HRIG should be administered IM at an
anatomical site distant from a muscle used for
rabies vaccine administration.

Rabies vaccine & human rabies immune
globulin (HRIG) should be administered
according to the most current
recommendations from the Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices;
per Human Rabies Prevention –United
States, 1999. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, MMWR
1999;48.

xxxxxRabies
Vaccine

If HRIG is not given on day 0, HRIG may be administered
within 7 days after rabies vaccine is first administered

xHRIG

2814730Day

Treatment Regimen for Patient Not previously
vaccinated against rabies

Day 0 = date of initiation of treatment

nononoxxRabies
Vaccine

* Previously vaccinated = person with  history of a complete
pre-vaccination (3 doses) with Human Diploid Cell Vaccine

(Imovax), Purified Chick Embryo Cell Vaccine (RabAvert), or
rabies vaccine adsorbed (RVA);

OR

person with prior vaccination with any other type of rabies
vaccine (usually prior to c.1980) with a prior documented

history of antibody response to rabies vaccination

NOT INDICATEDHRIG

2814730Day

Treatment Regimen for Patient previously
vaccinated* against rabies

Day 0 = date of initiation of treatment


